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understanding What your Car Is (or Isn't) 
Worth When Dividing Divorce Property
Before you and your soon-to-be ex-
spouse can come up with a fair plan for 
dividing property, you need to know 
what everything is worth. Placing value 
on things can cause strife that you may 
not have anticipated. People tend to form 
emotional attachments to things that 
may make them inflate their true value. 
Car values can be particularly thorny.
Generally, there are two ways to get an idea of the value of your vehicle. You can 
take it to a dealer, but the problem here is that dealers tend to "mark down" the 
price they're willing to pay you for it so they can turn around and sell it later for a 
profit. You can also hire an independent appraiser. Especially for antique or collector 
cars, this may be the best option.
Once you have a fair value for our vehicles, you can work toward how to divide it.

Tips for Divvying up the marital estate
It's easy to form emotional or sentimental 
attachments to property which can make 
it very difficult to have an objective 
discussion of what's "yours, mine, and 
ours" when you are planning to divorce. 
If you follow some common sense 
principles, it can greatly reduce both 
parties' stress level and the need for 
expensive, protracted litigation over 
property.
1. Don't focus on who bought the property. - If it was purchased during the marriage, it's
marital property and the court will divide it for you if you can't agree.

2. Stay objective - Ask why you're fighting over something. Is it worth going to court over?

3. Remember marriage is a partnership. - Both parties have equal status no matter who the
primary breadwinner was.

Knowing What to expect at your Final 
Settlement/Judicial Conference
One of the last steps before trial in a 
divorce case is the settlement conference 
(sometimes called a judicial conference). 
What happens at these conferences will 
vary from state to state (or even county 
to county), but the basic idea is to give 
you and your soon to be ex one last 
chance to settle your differences before 
going to trial.

In some courts, the judge actually takes an active role in the conference. He/
she may call you and your ex (with your lawyers) into the judge's chambers (the 
judge's inner office) and have an informal conversation with you. The judge will 
try to gauge how far apart you and your spouse are about any disputed issues like 
custody, support or the property split. The judge will encourage both sides to settle 
but will stay neutral. If you can't agree, then your case is scheduled for trial.
Your case is important to us. If we can't help you, we'll do our best to refer you to someone 
who can.
This email is part of our ongoing campaign to provide quality educational materials to current 
and former clients, and the larger community that may benefit from this information. Please 
unsubscribe below if you do not wish to receive these emails.  
Wishing you success, 
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Want to Know more?
Visit                      for more 
information about bankruptcy 
defenses. Discuss your case with 
one of our dedicated bankruptcy 
attorneys today.
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